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Wayland Moore will bring us the November program. He has
been working hard organizing the images taken by former

. Chapter member, the late Dick Myers. We'll be going way back
in time, as far back as 1960! Many of the images Wayland will
present need "captions", i.e., descriptions, so please some on
out to the November meeting and enjoy this fine show. And, if
you have been around long enough remember Dick you are
encouraged to share your memories of Dick with the group..

lllustrated here are (upper left) the famous, Civil-War-era
locomotive "General" near Atlanta, (left) NYC E8 4061 in the
Amsterdam, NY, area, and (above) Western Maryland Alco
FA-2 304 at Hagerstown, MD.

Wednesday, November 12, 2014. 6:00 p.m
Charley's Restaurant 707 Graves Mills Rd. Lynchburg, VA

Annual BRC Christmas banquet is Sat., Dec. 6, 2014.
Make your reservation today! Details in Calendar-of-Events pages.
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Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS
Minutes of Meeting - October 8, 2014

President Rick Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:27 p.m. at Charley’s Restaurant and
welcomed 20 members and 4 guests, including A. Howell Franklin, Donna Duval and Steve
Hutchison and Bruce Wellons from the Winston-Salem Chapter. Minutes for September were
approved as distributed. There was no report from the Treasurer.

Under old business Rick reported on the September Fun Meeting with Lynchburg Fire Chief
Brad Ferguson and Earl Guthrow distributed the extra handouts from that meeting. Calling on
Nominating Committee Chairman, Norris Deyerle, the annual election of officers was held.
Nominations were: Rick Johnson for President, Derek Wimberly and Gail McKinley for Vice
President, John Tanner for Treasurer, Dale Diacont for Secretary and Bob Leslie for National
Representative. Lee Hawkins assisted Norris. After determining that a quorum was present,
a paper ballot was taken and Rick Johnson, Gale McKinley, John Tanner, Dale Diacont and
Bob Leslie were elected. The new officers for 2015 were congratulated and the out-going
officers were thanked for their service.

There was a discussion about the newsletter and whether it was six pages or eight. Norris
offered to e-mail the eight-page version to anyone who did not receive it. A sign-up sheet for
the Christmas banquet on December 6th was circulated; the fee is $15.00 per person. Norris
reminded members to check the calendar of events for upcoming Amtrak postal train
appearances and the NS exhibit car. Rick requested programs for 2015 noting that February
was taken by Dale Diacont, March by Jean Raas, April by Dutch Tubman, May by Kurt
Reisweber, June by Derek Wimberly, October by Kurt Reisweber and November by Wayland
Moore. There were no other reports.

Kurt Reisweber presented the evening’s program and Rick announced that at the November
12 meeting Wayland Moore would present a slide show from his collection. There would be
no Fun Meeting in November and Skip Hansberry would do a digital show in December.
Meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m.

Thomas G. Ledford, Secretary

2015 BLUE RIDGE CHAPTER DUES

We will begin collecting “local” chapter dues ($13.00) for the Blue Ridge
Chapter at our upcoming November 8 meeting. We will NOT be collecting
NRHS dues. The NRHS will be sending out a separate bill for their NRHS dues
(with payment made directly to the NRHS).

Our “local” chapter dues for 2015 remain unchanged at $13.00.



Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS, 2014/2015 Calendar of Events
56th and 57th Anniversaries of the Blue Ridge Chapter

A Virginia's Rail Heri tage Region Partner
Compiled by Norris Deyerle, BRC,NRHS, Chai rman of Virginia’'s Rail Her
Newly updated or added events since last month printedin“ Bol d It ali cs”

Notice: | urge our friends with the other railway historical groups and museums to take advantage of
www.trainfinder.com or www.trains.com. There is no cost to promote your train show on these websites. It's
simple to add your event to their websites and your event approval is fast and efficient. These are websites that
will help us all get the word out about our events!

Are you interested in learning more about the historic N & W Railway “High Bridge” in Farmville, Va.?

Please check out the following links for more info:

Friends of High Bridge Trail:

https://sites.google.com/site/friendsofhighbridgetrail/

High Bridge Trail State Park: http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state parks/hig.shtml
http://www.virginia.org/Listings/OutdoorsAndSports/HighBridgeTrailStatePark/

Historical USGS Topographical Maps: A great research tool for locating abandoned railroad lines, etc.
http://nationalmap.gov/historical/

Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation — Free Official State of Virginia Railroad Map,

600 East Main Street, Richmond, Va. 23219  Phone: 804-786-4440  www.drpt.virginia.gov

Tennessee Valley Railroad/Norfolk Southern 21st Century Steam Train Excursion Schedule Info:
http://www.tvrail.com/pages/21st-century-steam Note: Find more railroad related info on other websites at the
end of this Calendar Of Events.

NOVEMBER 2014

11-12-14: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting.

Wayland Moore Presentation, Images captured by the late Dick Myers

11-15-14: {Saturday} Auction at the Clifton Forge Armory, Clifton Forge, Va. contains C&O artifacts,
gunsand more! Same | ocation where the C&OHS annual George
held. 10:00 am. Info: http://www.bowmansauction.com/Current%20Auctions.htm

11-25-14: {Wednesday} NO BRC “FUN MEETING” DUE TO THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

DECEMBER 2014

12-06-14: {Saturday} BRC Annual Christmas Banquet, Prior reservations required due to space
limitations. Guests are always welcome! $15.00 per person. See Norris Deyerle to sign up and pay for
your meal{s} at the regular BRC monthly meeting on Wednesday, November 12, 2014. Checks or exact
amount preferred. NOTE: I f you wondédt be at the November
your check payable to the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS for $15.00 per person and mail it ASAP to Blue
Ridge Chapter, NRHS, P.O. Box 11731, Lynchburg, Va. 24506-1731. Please notify me that you have
mailed in a check so | can track it! The Christmas Banquet social hour gathering starts at 6:00 pm with
snacks and refreshments. The professionally catered Southern home style dinner buffet with homemade
desserts starts around 7:00 pm. The evening will conclude with a special PowerPoint presentation of
fine railroad photos! Please consider attending this wonderful BRC event if you can. Our chapter is
slowly reducing the number of annual events due to our declining membership and the health of our

members. Wedre just at the total amount of attendees nee
possible. Come join your fellow BRC members and friends for a relaxing evening. Hope to see you
there! AHappy Holidayso! Locati on: Former Southern Railw

Commerce, 414 Washington Street, Altavista, Va. 24517 For more info contact: Norris Deyerle, event
organizer, at railcow@msn.com or 434-237-4912

12-06 & 12-07-14: {Saturday & Sunday} Candy Cane Express, The most affordable and awesome family holiday
event in the Roanoke Valley! Train Rides! Take your own picture with Santa, make an ornament for your holiday
tree and many more activities for children! Virginia Museum of Transportation, Roanoke, Va. Info: www.vmt.org
12-10-14: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Skip “Groundhog” Hansberry Presentation

12-20-14: {Saturday} BRC Annual Kemper Street Station Holiday Gathering

JANUARY 2015

1-14-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Rick Johnson Presentation

1-28-15: {Wednesday} BRC fAFun Meetingbo

FEBRUARY 2015

2-11-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Dale Diacont Presentation

MARCH 2015

3-11-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Jean Raas Presentation

325-15: {Wednesday} BRC fiFun Meetingo
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http://www.trainfinder.com/
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http://www.tvrail.com/pages/21st-century-steam
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mailto:railcow@msn.com
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APRIL 2015

4-08-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, @GAaossiGsadssS5. fADut cl

Presentation, digital

MAY 2015

5-13-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Kurt Reisweber Presentation

5-27-15: {Wednesday} BRC fAFun Meetingo

JUNE 2015

6-10-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Derek Wimberly Presentation

JULY 2015

7-08-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Wayland Moore Presentation

7-22-15: {Wednesday} BRC fiFun Meetingbo, Mi chael E. Jones
Michael will present a program/talk about the 1889 wreck of N&W passenger train #2 at Thaxton, Va. and
discuss his book which he will have on hand for purchase and signing. For more info, see
http://lostatthaxton.com

AUGUST 2015

8-08-15 {Saturday} Lynchburg Rail Day 2015!

8-12-15 {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Dale Diacont Presentation

SEPTEMBER 2015

9-09-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Norris Deyerle Presentation, slides

9-23-15 {Wednesday} BRC AFun Meetingbo

OCTOBER 2015

10-14-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Kurt Reisweber Presentation

NOVEMBER 2015

11-11-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Wayland Moore Presentation

11-25-1 5 : NO NOVEMBER AFUN MEETI NGO DUE TO THANKSGI VI NG HOL

DECEMBER 2015
12-05-15: {Saturday} Annual BRC Christmas Banquet
12-09-15: {Wednesday} BRC Monthly Meeting, Open Program Slot

12-19-15: {Saturday} Annual BRC Kemper Street Station fAHol

ALynchBarlhp Day Sauwdhp August 8, 2015

Check Out This New Addition!

Norfolk Southern Locomotives — The Diesel Shop, NS Loco roster with professional quality photographs. NS
Heritage Locos included. www.thedieselshop.us/NS.HTML

“Fall en Fl ag” r ai |l rranklin &Hittsylvania Rdilroad, iThesoid éast and perfect” railroad
that ran between Gretna and Rocky Mount, Va.: www.fandprailroad.org

Locomotive Search Tool And Railroad Photos Link: www.railbaron.rrpicturearchives.net

Railroad Related Events Information: Visit: www.varailheritage.orqg, www.vmt.org, www.linkmuseum.org,
www.nctrans.org, www.roanokenrhs.org, www.dcnrhs.org, www.odcnrhs.org www.nwhs.orq,
www.cohs.org, www.csxthsociety.org, www.thecrhs.org, www.theruralretreatdepot.com, www.srha.org,
www.rfandp.org www.vatraincollectors.com, www.traincollectors.org, www.railroadcollectors.org,
www.nhvry.org, www.norfolksouthernhs.org, www.RailServe.com, www.gsmr.com, www.trains.com,
www.TrainFinder.com, www.gserr.com, www.wghshow.com, www.drpt.virginia.gov

Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS Website: www.blueridgenrhs.org

Norfolk Southern/TVRM Steam Excursion Website: http://www.21stcenturysteam.com OR
http://www.tvrail.com/pages/21st-century-steam

Steam Train Events in the United States and Canada: www.diary.svsfilm.com

Steam Locomotive Locations: www.steamlocomotive.com

Railroad Historical Information and Related Photos: www.hawkinsrails.net

Railroad Photos: www.railsinvirginia.com, www.railfirephotography.com

Key Lock & Lantern Railroad History and Preservation Organization, www.kInl.org

Danville & Western Ry. Website: Railway operated in Southwestern Virginia between Danville and
Stuart. http://southern-railway.railfan.net/dw/

Trains & Travel International: www.traintrips.biz

Additional links to other NRHS Chapters, Railroad Historical Societies and Museums available at
www.blueridgenrhs.org

Virginia Museum Of Transportation Rail Cam: http://www.nwhs.org/cam/vmt

Roanoke, Va. Rail Cam: http://128.173.197.94:443/RRCmov
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Locomotive Makeover - Former Virginia Blue
Ridge Ry. locomotive #6 is shown sporting its
brand new paint job. The locomotive worked
on the VBR for only four years and is now
owned by the Whippany Railway Museum in
Whippany, NJ. Its repainting returns the 2-8-0
= to its original appearance when built in 1907
“ as Southern 385. Extensive histories of both
¢ the locomotive and the Virginia Blue Ridge can
" be found following these links:
http://www.whippanyrailwaymuseum.net/visitor-info/virginia-blue-ridge-railway

http://www.whippanyrailwaymuseum.net/exhibits/equipment/engines-a-
powered-rail-equipment/steam-locomotive-no-385

Thanks to Ed Fielding for sharing this story with us.

SIGHTINGS

B e . | Oct. 17 - (left) Amtrak's Exhibit train made an

» 4 appearance at the Virginia Museum of Transportation

" on Oct. 18 and 19. Seen here is the train at Webster,
VA as it made its way from Washington, DC to
Roanoke the day before its engagement. (G. Harper)
Nov. 1 - Excursion train sponsored by the North
Carolina Transportation Museum made a round trip
between Spencer, NC and Charlottesville, VA.
Pictured below are two images of the train returning
from Cuville. Skip Hansberry caught the train at
Winesap, MP 162, and Editor G. Harper got a shot of
it as it passed by Kemper Street Station.

Nov. 2 - Amtrak heritage unit, #156, in the Phase | scheme, made an
appearance in Lynchburg arriving Nov.1 on Regional #147. It is seen
sitting on the storage track and will depart on train #156. So, unit 156
on train 156! (G. Harper)




Tragedy on the trestle... again - Liberty University student Jonathan Gregoire lost his life Saturday
afternoon, Nov. 8, when he and a female friend who had ventured out onto the James River trestle
were surprised by northbound NS train 36Q. The friend, Victoria Bridges of Newport News, VA,
managed to escape being struck by the train and survived her ordeal with minor injuries.

The story made national news! The video posted by ABC news included many scenes of the trestle.
One still photograph of the trestle was credited to Lynchburg resident Kenneth Attenhoffer. The piece
even included audio of radio transmissions from 36Q's crew. broadcastify.com was given credit for
the audio. The Lynchburg railroad radio internet feed can be found at
http://www.broadcastify.com/listen/feed/13424/web

Many, many articles about the incident can be found on the internet. One, in particular, includes the
ABC video and a profile of the victim. He had posted things on social media that just, well, that just
make you wonder! The naivety of youth often overrides common sense.
http:/www.nydailynews.com/news/national/man-struck-killed-train-standing-bridge-cops-article-
1.2004480

WDBJ's story provided much accurate detail and terminology about the accident
http://iww.wdbj7.com/news/local/breaking-train-accident-in-lynchburg-near-riverside-park/29621692

Other Liberty University (or Lynchburg Baptist College) students, as well as students from other
schools have been killed by trains on the trestle. November 17 will mark the third anniversary of the
death of Hannah Williams who was on the structure with four other students reportedly stargazing.
You will find on the next page a list of James River trestle incidents compiled from the archives of our
local newspaper.

The incident stopped traffic on the Norfolk Southern for a little over three hours. After the initial
investigation was completed 36Q backed off the trestle and through the Rivermont tunnel and tied
down on #2 track south of Rivermont to let traffic pass and for a relief crew. The ensuing freight
congestion delayed both southbound Amtraks coming into Lynchburg about 30 to 40 minutes. Traffic
was halted on the CSX, too, which runs right below the south end of the trestle, for the benefit of
rescue personnel on the scene.

a5 T

| think this photo has been
published in the Blue Ridge
Dispatcher before, but here it
is again. | heard on the
scanner that police had
reported to the railroad that
there were people on the
trestle. When | arrived | was
surprised to see six
individuals making their way
back to the Amherst County
side. The picture was taken
#» in November, 1999.

" As | recall these individuals
made it back to their cars and
were gone before Amherst
County authorities could
arrive.
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JAMES RIVER BRIDGE
CLOSE CALLS & FATALITIES

Here’s a look at recent close calls and deaths on the
NS (former Southern Railway) railroad trestle spanning
the James River between Lynchburg and Amherst
County. There have been many more over previous
years that have yet to be compiled.
Nov. 8, 2014: NS northbound mixed freight 36Q
surprises a group of trespassers on the south end of
the trestle at approximately 4:30 pm. Jonathan
Gregoire, 21, of Wilbraham, Massachusetts is hit and
killed. Victoria Bridges, 21, of Newport News, Virginia
is injured from falling/jumping.
Oct. 13, 2012: Amtrak #19 southbound Crescent hit
and killed trespasser on trestle.
Nov. 17, 2011: With just one day of classes before the
Thanksgiving break, five Liberty University freshmen
& left campus Thursday night to stargaze from the

X : - . James River trestle. At 10:45 p.m., they were about

— — 130 feet from the Amherst Co. end when Norfolk

Southern train P98 travelling north from Lynchburg emerged from the Rivermont Tunnel and onto the
structure. Hannah Emmaline Williams, of Sanford, N.C., was struck by the train and died on the scene.
Julianne Ashbaugh, 18, of Temple Ga., jumped from the tracks and fell 90 to 100 feet to the river bank
below and was seriously injured. Three more students — Patrick Marshall, 18, of Yorktown; Javier David
Duque, 19, of Arlington, Texas; and Kaitlyn Hermening, 18, of Mosinee, Wis. — survived with minor
injuries.
Feb. 7, 2005: A man is hit and killed by a train on the trestle at Riverside Park.
Sep. 9, 2002: A man and his son are charged with trespassing on the bridge.
Dec. 30, 2000: A Lynchburg couple is charged with trespassing after going out onto the trestle to show
their children its dangers.
Dec. 9, 2000: A Randolph-Macon Woman'’s College student and a Hampden-Sydney student are knocked
into the river and killed by a northbound intermodal train.
July 30, 1999: A man is killed by an oncoming train. His companion survived by hanging onto the side of
the trestle.
May 17, 1997: Two men barely got off the trestle ahead of a train. Both were charged with trespassing.
April 4, 1997: A woman falls from the trestle into the river while to avoid an oncoming train. Her
companion climbed onto a steel support beam below the track. Both were charged with trespassing.
April 1, 1997: Two Liberty University students are charged with trespassing near the trestle.
Oct. 16, 1994: A Lynchburg man is killed after falling from the trestle into the river as a train approached.
April 5, 1987: A jogger is charged with trespassing after using the trestle for a shortcut. The jogger was
forced onto the abutment beside the track as train passed.
Aug. 1, 1981: Lynchburg man and woman escaped an oncoming train by lying between the rails as the
train passed over them.
July 31, 1981: Two Lynchburg men are charged with trespassing after lowering themselves in the bed
between the rails and allowing the train to pass over them.
June 23, 1980: A 16-year-old Amherst girl dies after falling into river as a train approaches. Her male
companion survives by hanging onto the end of a cross tie.
July 2, 1978: An 18-year-old Lynchburg resident is hit and killed by a train. Three others are charged with
trespassing.
Feb. 28, 1976: A Liberty Baptist College student and her fiancé are knocked into the river; both were Killed.
March 20, 1969: A 17-year-old was knocked into the river and killed by an oncoming train. His two friends
escaped by clinging to a platform by the tracks.

- Source: The News & Advance archives.
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The BLUE RIDGE DISPATCHER is published Biy¢hRidge Chapter, National Railway Historical Society.
Opinions expressed are those of the editor and contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Blue Ridge Chapter or the National Railway Historical Society unless otherwise stated.

Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS
P.O.Box 11731
Lynchburg, VA 24506731
www.blueridgenrhs.org

Lynchburg Rail Day 2015. Saturday August 8, 2015.
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