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                              AS416's on the Duncan Branch.                                                                                  West of Star, NC.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

                                                  Plymouth Local southbound crossing the Albemarle Sound.  Mackeys, NC.                                                               
 
Ed Fielding Presents the program at the August meeting of the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS.  In the period 1972-
1974 the original Norfolk Southern Ry. was in the process of being absorbed by the Southern Ry.  The original 
NS lines extended from Norfolk, VA, south into rural North Carolina serving Wilson, Raleigh, and terminating in 
Charlotte.  New York, Susquehanna & Western conductor John Treen ventured into NS territory to document it 
before the Southern acquired it.  Ed's program consists of the slides that John took in a three-year span before 
the merger took place.  Ought to be a fascinating show.  Plan to attend. 
 

Wednesday, August 10, 2016.       6:00 p.m. 
Charley's Restaurant.       707 Graves Mill Rd.      Lynchburg, VA. 
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Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 
Minutes of Meeting – July 13, 2016 

                                                                                                                                                 

President Rick Johnson called the meeting to order at Charley’s Restaurant at 7:31 p.m.  Rick 
welcomed 21 members and 6 guests for a total of 27 in attendance. Guests were Wiley Wright, friend 
of Howell Franklin; Kathy Overholser;Susan Brooks; Peggy Deyerle; Jean Fielding and Dona Duval. 
 Rick welcomed back Reg Akers after recovering from his recent surgery.  Rick asked that the reading 
of the minutes of the June 2016 minutes be dispensed.  No corrections to the June minutes.  The 
minutes of the June meeting were approved as published in the “Blue Ridge Dispatcher”.   
Treasurer’s Report: John Tanner absent – No Report     
Old Business: Rick Johnson – No Report 
New Business: Rick Johnson reported of the very sad news of the passing of three wives of past and 
current BRC members.  Former BRC officer Bob Frey’s wife Pat Frey passed away on June 14, 2016. 
 Lee Herbert’s wife Sherry Elaine Williams Herbert passed away on June 23, 2016. Dale Diacont’s 
wife Audrey Meadows Diacont passed away on July 11, 2016. Rick asked that we keep Bob, Lee, his 
son David and Dale in our prayers through these very difficult times.   
Rick is now a proud grandfather.  His son and BRC member Rick-2 Johnson and his lovely wife 
Tayler had their first baby.  Avery Lynne Johnson was born on 6-16-16.  Congratulations to Rick-2 
and Tayler!  She’s a beautiful baby!   
Bob Flippen with the High Bridge State Park in Farmville has requested help from anyone that may be 
willing to help cosmetically restore the code line poles and wires that are still up along the abandoned 
former N&W right-of-way in the Prospect, VA area.  Bob wants to add interpretive signs describing 
their original purpose.    
Vice President’s Report:  Gale McKinley absent- No report  
Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS National Representative: Bob Leslie – Reported that he will be going to 
Portland in October.  
Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS Chairman of Virginia’s Rail Heritage Region Partners:  Norris 
Deyerle – No Report 
Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 – Chairman Barry Moorefield asked for volunteers to help him set up the 
vendor tables in the Boonsboro Ruritan Club on Friday August 12, 2016.  He will be there after 10:00 
a.m.  At our next regular BRC meeting on Wednesday August 10, 2016 there will be a sign up sheet 
passed around so members can sign up to work during the train show.  Barry’s arrival time will be 
firmed up.  Ed and Jean Fielding thanked Norris Deyerle for coming by their home the past two years 
to help price and distribute their contributions to our “White Elephant Table”.  Norris Deyerle thanked 
both Ed and Jean for donating the items that make it possible to bring in money during our train show. 
 Norris also reported that he and his wife Peggy drove to Roanoke on July 12, 2016 and picked up 
“WET” donations from the N&WHS.  Norris thanked the members of the N&WHS for their generosity. 
 Norris took these donations to Barry Moorefield’s home.    
Webmaster’s Report: John Siegle – No Report  
Editor’s Report: Garland Harper absent – No Report  
Closing Remarks: Rick reported that Matt Bell was scheduled to present his 611 show at our July 27, 
2016 “Fun Meeting”.  Matt is moving into a different living facility so he had to postpone his show.  The 
upcoming “Fun Meeting” will be open to all.  Gale McKinley was scheduled to do a presentation during 
our regular BRC meeting on Wednesday, August 10, 2016.  Due to her recent surgery Gale has 
postponed her presentation to a different date.  Ed Fielding stepped up to the plate.  During our 
August 10, 2016, meeting Ed will be presenting a slide show on the original Norfolk Southern Railway 
from 1974 and back.  Norris Deyerle commented that that would be great timing since the Norfolk 
Southern Historical Society is setting up an information table at Lynchburg Rail Day 2016!  Robin 
Shaver’s presented our evening show.   
50/50 Raffle Winner: Reg Akers 
The business meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted, Norris Deyerle, BRC, NRHS Secretary  

                                                                                                                    

ATTN: BRC MEMBERS!!!  HELP SET UP FOR LYNCHBURG RAIL DAY 2016! 
11:00 a.m.   Friday, August 12 at the Boonsboro Ruritan club. 
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Blue Ridge Chapter, National Railway Historical Society 38th Annual  
LYNCHBURG RAIL DAY 2016 

Saturday, August 13, 2016 

9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
BOONSBORO RURITAN CLUB 

1065 Coffee Road Lynchburg, Va. 24503   
 

Admission: $6/person, Family admission: $10.   
Children 12 & under free w/paying adult 

 

Your ticket purchase helps towards paying for area railroad preservation projects! 

OPERATING MODEL TRAIN LAYOUTS ON DISPLAY IN AIR CONDITIONED HALL 
     HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE - FREE PARKING  
FRESHLY-PREPARED FOOD/BEVERAGES SOLD 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *BARGAIN MART *  *  *  *  *  *  * *    

Model Train Items and Railroad Memorabilia “For Sale” from vendors from around 
our area. 

Sales tables available to the general public, advance registration/payment required. 

8 foot tables: $33.00 each.   6 foot tables: $25.00 each. 
 Table Size Subject To Availability    

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  “WHITE ELEPHANT” TABLE  *  *  *  *  *  *  

“MAKE MONEY WHILE YOU BROWSE THE TRAIN SHOW!” 

Available to train show attendees, the Blue Ridge Chapter, N.R.H.S., will sell your 
model trains and Railroad Memorabilia for a 20% commission.   If your consignment 

items don’t sell then it costs you nothing!  
“White Elephant Table Guidelines” forms available on our website.  

 

For additional LRD 2016 train show information and to rent Vendor Tables contact: 

LRD 2016 Vendor Table Registrar: John Tanner (434-525-1318) flytrains@yahoo.com, 
 LRD 2016 Chairman: Barry Moorefeild rockdalefarm@live.com, LRD 2016 Train Show 

Coordinator: Norris Deyerle (434-237-4912) railcow@msn.com 

Blue Ridge Chapter, N.R.H.S., P.O.  Box 11731, Lynchburg, Va. 24506-1731  

Website: www.blueridgenrhs.org   
                                                             

mailto:flytrains@yahoo.com
mailto:rockdalefarm@live.com
mailto:railcow@msn.com
http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/
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Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS Presents 
         The 38th Annual Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 

9 am – 3 pm, Saturday August 13, 2016. 
Boonsboro Ruritan Club 

1065 Coffee Road {State Route 644} Lynchburg, Virginia 24503 
Lynchburg Rail Day 2016  

White Elephant Table Guidelines Information And Release Form 
                                                                                                                     

Thank you for your interest in allowing the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS to sell your railroad related items on a consignment basis. There is 
no limit on how many items you can consign as long as these guidelines are followed.  The “White Elephant Table” is open to everyone! 
You do not need to be a Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS member to consign your items.  We don’t collect a consignment fee if we don’t sell 
your item{s}.  Listing is free!  What do you have to lose?  Make money while you browse our show and we do the selling!  Our chapter 
will be accepting railroad related items for consignment at our designated White Elephant Table “check-in” area at the Boonsboro 
Ruritan Club on 1065 Coffee Road, State Route 644, at Dollar General, off US 501 North, Lynchburg, Va. 24503.  Go to 
www.blueridgenrhs.org for detailed directions to this location.  Do not rely solely on GPS maps to get to the Boonsboro Ruritan Club! 
 The GPS maps may be incorrect!  “Check in” times are Friday, August 12, 2016 from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm and Saturday, August 13, 2016 
from 8:00 am to 10:00 am.  These are the only times that there will be White Elephant Table workers available to help you check in 
your items.  Please note that there will be no items checked in unless you have your items clearly priced and marked as described in the 
following guidelines.   

Guidelines 
                                                                    

1. All items must be railroad related.  Examples include, but not limited to, model railroad locomotives, rolling stock, track, 
transformers, structures, railroad memorabilia, lanterns, locks, keys, china, timetables, etc. 

                        NO MAGAZINES will be accepted unless they are securely bundled and priced by the   
            BUNDLE.  Collectible hard and soft cover books are encouraged and gladly accepted.  
          2.  All items must be clearly identified with the seller’s three initials and an item number written on a price sticker secured to the        
                item for sale.  
          3.    A master list to be left with the White Elephant Table staff must include what your three initials are, item description, item   
                 number, and the selling price.  You must price your items.  This is not an auction.  There are no exceptions.  No master list, no  
                 consignment.  Please have your name, address, phone numbers and email address clearly printed on your master list so you  
                 can be contacted about any future shows.  
         4.    Consignment fees: 20% of the seller’s “marked” price.  There will be a minimum commission payable to the Blue Ridge  
                 Chapter of $1.00 per item or group of items. 

Example 1: A single item has the selling price of $10.00.  If sold, the seller received $8.00 and the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 
receives $2.00 

                 Example 2: A single item has the selling price of $4.00.  20% of $4.00 is $.80.  Since the minimum handling charge is                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                  $1.00, if this item is sold, the seller will receive $3.00.  It is recommended to bag groups of small loose or inexpensive   
                   items together to sell them as a single item.  This may save you money by avoiding multiple minimum handling charges.   

    No charge to you if we don’t sell your item{s}.Please mark all of your prices using whole dollar amounts. 
          5.   Any unsold items not picked from the White Elephant Table by the end of the show will become the property of the Blue Ridge    
               Chapter, NRHS. 
         6.   Instructions for receiving payment: The White Elephant Table closes at 3:00 pm the day of the show.  Sellers may collect the    
                money due to them after the White Elephant Table workers finish calculating the money due to you from the sales of your  
                items.  This will take place as close to 3:00 pm as possible depending on when the White Elephant Table workers get the Blue  
                Ridge Chapter, NRHS commissions calculated.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  The White Elephant Table workers don’t have time to  
                calculate your portion during the day. You can pick up your items at any time providing that there is someone available to help  
                you check your sold items off of your master list.  If you are unable to pick up your money, a check will be mailed to you if  
                 you supply a SASE. 
           7.   Disclosure Statement: 

Every precaution will be taken to assure the safe handling of your items.  Brass locomotives and other expensive items will be 
shown only with the assistance of a White Elephant Table staff member.  If an item needs to be test run, it will only be done 
with a White Elephant Table staff member or seller present.  No exceptions will be made. 

The Boonsboro Ruritan Club, the National Railway Historical Society, the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS, 
or any member of these organizations assume no responsibility for incorrectly priced, damaged, or stolen items. 

The risk rests entirely upon the seller/consignor. 
                                                                                                              

Thank you for allowing the Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS to consign your railroad items. Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 Train Show Chairman: Barry Moorefield, 
Questions?  Email Barry at rockdalefarm@live.com.  Phone: 434-821-2174 daily before 9:00 pm.        
I have read and understand the guidelines and regulations written above and agree with them as written. 
 
Signed:  __________________________________________     Date: _________________ 

       

http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/
mailto:rockdalefarm@live.com
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Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS 2016 Calendar of Events 
58

th
 Anniversary of the Blue Ridge Chapter 

A Virginia’s Rail Heritage Region Partner 
Compiled By Norris Deyerle 

Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS Chairman of Virginia’s Rail Heritage Region Partners 
Newly updated or added events since last month printed in “Bold Italics”. 

                        

Renew your NRHS membership on www.NRHS.com today! Good things are happening with the new and 
improved NRHS!  Also log on to www.NRHS.com to see what the future holds for today’s railroad 
preservation historical society!  It’s alive!   
                                  

Vote “Yes” for a future Amtrak stop in the Town of Bedford, Va. also serving the Smith Mountain Lake area 
riders.  It’s easy and free!  Go to www.thebedfordstation.com/petition   
                                  

N&W Class J 611 2016 Excursion Schedule Info & Tickets: www.nctrans.org and www.FireUp611.org {VMT}. 
View the J 611 as she comes and goes through Roanoke at www.roanokerailcam.com! Listen to her crew’s 
conversations with NS dispatchers on the app Broadcastify.com on your cell phone or www.broadcastify.com 
on your computer.  Covers both Roanoke and Lynchburg, Virginia areas.    
Notice:  I urge our friends with the other railway historical groups and museums to take advantage of these two 
websites to promote your train show:   http://trc.trains.com/events.aspx or 
http://modelshopsusa.com/other/raillinks.php. There is no cost to promote your train show on these websites.  It’s 
simple to add your event to their websites and your event approval is fast and efficient. These are websites that will 
help us all get the word out about our events!   
                        

AUGUST 2016 

08-06-16: {Saturday} Virginia Train Collectors, Inc. Train Meet, Charlottesville, Va. The Charlottesville Elk’s Lodge, 389 Elk 
Drive, Charlottesville, Va. 22911. {Just off Stony Point Road – Rt. 20N} 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Adults $5.00. Children 12 and 
under {with paying adult} admitted free. Contact Russell Youens {804} 342-6023 or email jryouens@verizon.net. Listing 
courtesy of Tom Riddle     
08-10-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting, Ed Fielding will present his side 
show on the original Norfolk Southern Railway from 1974 and back.  This is perfect timing since 
one of our Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 vendors is the NSHS!   
08-13-16: {Saturday} 38th. Annual Lynchburg Rail Day 2016 presented by the Blue Ridge Chapter, 
NRHS, NOTICE: VENDOR TABLES ARE SOLD OUT FOR THIS MODEL TRAIN AND RAILROADIANA SHOW!! Air 
conditioned Boonsboro Ruritan Club, 1065 Coffee Road, State Route 644, Lynchburg, Va. 24503. For train show 
details please contact LRD 2016 Chairman Barry Moorefield, rockdalefarm@live.com, LRD 2016 Table Registrar 
John Tanner, Work {434} 316-9500, Home {434} 525-1318 or flytrains@yahoo.com, Or LRD 2016 Train Show 
Coordinator Norris Deyerle, Home {434} 237-4912 or railcow@msn.com, View past Lynchburg Rail Day train shows 
at www.blueridgenrhs.org. The longest running model train show in Central Virginia. Each year has truly become a 
“family reunion” for area model train lovers! Enjoy operating layouts in different scales and more! Handicapped 
accessible facility!  The talk on the street is that this may be one of our best train shows yet!  Please help spread 
the word! See you there!!   
                                
SEPTEMBER 2016 
09-14-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting – Presenter Needed 

09-28-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS “Fun Meeting”  
                             
OCTOBER 2016 

10-12-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting – Kurt Reisweber Presentation  
                            
NOVEMBER 2016 

11-06-16: {Sunday} 39th. Annual Gaithersburg Railroad – Steamship – Transportation Artifact Show and Sale and it’s 11th. 
Annual Gaithersburg Model Train Show and Sale, Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg, MD. Info: www.gserr.com  
11-09-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting – Wayland Moore Presentation  
11-23-16: {Wednesday} ALERT! NO BRC, NRHS “FUN MEETING” DUE TO THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
                             
DECEMBER 2016  

12-03-16: {Saturday} BRC, NRHS Annual Christmas Banquet, Prior reservations required, social hour starts at 6:00 pm. with 
no alcoholic beverages, Buffet meal following. Slide or PowerPoint railroading presentation rounds out the evening. Former 
Southern Railway Station, the current Altavista Area Chamber of Commerce, 414 Washington Street, Altavista, Va. 24517 
Directions: www.altavistachamber.org/directions  
12-14-16: {Wednesday} BRC, NRHS Regular Monthly Meeting – Presenter Needed 

12-17-16: {Saturday} BRC, NRHS Kemper Street Station Holiday Gathering 
 
 

“Lynchburg Rail Day 2016”.     Saturday, August 13, 2016. 
 

http://www.nrhs.com/
http://www.nrhs.com/
http://www.thebedfordstation.com/petition
http://www.nctrans.org/
http://www.fireup611.org/
http://www.roanokerailcam.com/
http://www.broadcastify.com/
http://trc.trains.com/events.aspx
http://modelshopsusa.com/other/raillinks.php
mailto:jryouens@verizon.net
mailto:rockdalefarm@live.com
mailto:flytrains@yahoo.com
mailto:railcow@msn.com
http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/
http://www.gserr.com/
http://www.altavistachamber.org/directions
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Blue Ridge Chapter, NRHS Website: www.blueridgenrhs.org  
Rails to Trails: High Bridge Trail State Park:  
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/hig.shtml  
http://www.virginia.org/Listings/OutdoorsAndSports/HighBridgeTrailStatePark/  
https://sites.google.com/site/friendsofhighbridgetrail/   
Historical USGS Topographical Maps: A great research tool for locating abandoned railroad lines, etc.  
http://nationalmap.gov/historical/  
Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation – Free Official State of Virginia Railroad Map, Write: 600 
East Main Street, Richmond, Va. 23219  
Phone: 804-786-4440  Website: www.drpt.virginia.gov  
Rail Cam Suggested Viewing by Lee Hawkins: www.railserve.com has been on my suggested list for some time 
but BRC member Lee Hawkins noticed that a new location has been added. Log on to 
http://www.railserve.com/RailCams/ You will see the Thomasville, NC rail cam located in downtown Thomasville, 
NC right on the Southern {NS} mainline.     
Model Railroading: 
High Bridge Railroad Club, Farmville, Va. Info: www.sites.google.com/site/hbrrclub  
Modern Day Railroading:  
Norfolk Southern and CSX Locomotives – The Diesel Shop, NS and CSX Loco rosters with professional quality 
photographs. The NS site includes NS Heritage locomotives. http://www.thedieselshop.us/NS.HTML & 
http://www.thedieselshop.us/CSX.HTML  
“Fallen Flag” railroads of local interest:  
NEWEST ADDITION: Nelson & Albemarle Railway Historical Society, www.nelson-albemarle-railway-org     
Franklin & Pittsylvania Railroad, The old “fast and perfect” railroad that ran between Gretna and Rocky Mount, Va.: 
http://www.fandprailroad.org  
Locomotive Search Tool And Railroad Photos Link: www.railbaron.rrpicturearchives.net  
Railroad Related Events Information: Visit: www.varailheritage.org, www.vmt.org, www.linkmuseum.org, 
www.nctrans.org, www.RoanokeNRHS.org,  http://nrhsrivanna.blogspot.com, www.dcnrhs.org, 
www.odcnrhs.org  www.nwhs.org, www.cohs.org, www.csxthsociety.org,  www.thecrhs.org, 
www.theruralretreatdepot.com, www.srha.org, www.rfandp.org  www.vatraincollectors.com, 
www.traincollectors.org, www.railroadcollectors.org, www.nhvry.org, www.norfolksouthernhs.org, 
 www.RailServe.com, www.gsmr.com, www.trains.com, www.TrainFinder.com, www.gserr.com, 
 www.wghshow.com, www.drpt.virginia.gov, www.crewerailroadmuseum.org    
Norfolk Southern/TVRM Steam Excursion Website: http://www.21stcenturysteam.com OR 
http://www.tvrail.com/pages/21st-century-steam  
Steam Train Events in the United States and Canada: www.diary.svsfilm.com  
Steam Locomotive Locations: www.steamlocomotive.com  
Railroad Historical Information and Related Photos: www.hawkinsrails.net  
Railroad Photos: www.railsinvirginia.com, www.railfirephotography.com  
Key Lock & Lantern Railroad History and Preservation Organization, www.klnl.org  
Railroadiana Collectors Association, Inc. {RCAI}, www.railroadcollectors.org  
Danville & Western Ry. Website: Railway operated in Southwestern Virginia between Danville and Stuart. 
http://southern-railway.railfan.net/dw/  
Trains & Travel International: www.traintrips.biz   
Additional links to other NRHS Chapters, Railroad Historical Societies and Museums available at 
www.blueridgenrhs.org     Keep track of Amtrak trains:  http://asm.transitdocs.com  
Virginia Museum Of Transportation Rail Cam: http://www.nwhs.org/cam/vmt  
Roanoke, Va. Rail Cam: http://www.roanokerailcam.com {New 2016 Updated Address}  
 

 

     
 

 
ATTN: BRC MEMBERS!!!   

HELP SET UP FOR LYNCHBURG RAIL DAY 2016! 
11:00 a.m.   Friday, August 12 at the Boonsboro Ruritan club. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/hig.shtml
http://www.virginia.org/Listings/OutdoorsAndSports/HighBridgeTrailStatePark/
https://sites.google.com/site/friendsofhighbridgetrail/
http://nationalmap.gov/historical/
http://www.drpt.virginia.gov/
http://www.railserve.com/
http://www.railserve.com/RailCams/
http://www.sites.google.com/site/hbrrclub
http://www.thedieselshop.us/NS.HTML
http://www.thedieselshop.us/CSX.HTML
http://www.nelson-albemarle-railway-org/
http://www.fandprailroad.org/
http://www.railbaron.rrpicturearchives.net/
http://www.varailheritage.org/
http://www.vmt.org/
http://www.linkmuseum.org/
http://www.nctrans.org/
http://www.roanokenrhs.org/
http://nrhsrivanna.blogspot.com/
http://www.dcnrhs.org/
http://www.odcnrhs.org/
http://www.nwhs.org/
http://www.cohs.org/
http://www.csxthsociety.org/
http://www.thecrhs.org/
http://www.theruralretreatdepot.com/
http://www.srha.org/
http://www.rfandp.org/
about:blank
http://www.traincollectors.org/
http://www.railroadcollectors.org/
http://www.nhvry.org/
http://www.norfolksouthernhs.org/
http://www.railserve.com/
http://www.gsmr.com/
http://www.trains.com/
http://www.trainfinder.com/
http://www.gserr.com/
http://www.wghshow.com/
http://www.drpt.virginia.gov/
http://www.crewerailroadmuseum.org/
http://www.21stcenturysteam.com/
http://www.tvrail.com/pages/21st-century-steam
http://www.diary.svsfilm.com/
http://www.steamlocomotive.com/
http://www.hawkinsrails.net/
http://www.railsinvirginia.com/
http://www.railfirephotography.com/
http://www.klnl.org/
http://www.railroadcollectors.org/
http://southern-railway.railfan.net/dw/
http://www.traintrips.biz/
http://www.blueridgenrhs.org/
http://www.nwhs.org/cam/vmt
http://www.roanokerailcam.com/
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This photo of the VBR 
caboose in Piney River 
was made on Sunday, 
August 7.  As you can 
see, there is not much 
left.  Volunteers led by 
Ted Hughes are now 
ready to begin the 
rebuilding phase.  
Although many materials 
have already been 
purchased, more money 
is needed to complete 
the project.  Please send 
donations to:       
Virginia Blue Ridge 
Railway Trail Foundation   
589 Naked Creek Ln.  
Amherst, VA.   24521. 
(Skip Hansberry) 
 
 

Tight squeeze at the 
Depot Grille in 
downtown Lynchburg.  
Scene captured by your 
Editor August 7 while 
dining with his Chief 
Dispatcher, initials 
MRS. Signs inside the 
restaurant alert patrons 
to the fact that all tracks 
are active. 
Close, but no cigar this 
time.      (G. Harper) 
 

 
 
Wreck of Old 97 Program Presented by Howard Gregory 
                                     

Friday, August 12, 2016.   3:00pm  
Lynchburg Museum   901 Court Street   Lynchburg, VA.  24504  
                         

Presented in conjunction with the Lynchburg Museum's exhibit, A Great Change 
in the Situation of Man: Lynchburg's Railroads, speaker Howard Gregory will 
deliver a presentation on the 1903 wreck of Southern Railway mail train 97.  
                                       

The exhibit will be open for tours following the program.  
$10 per person.  Museum members Free. 
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611 speeds past the new cantilever signal and double track construction just north of Gretna, 
VA, at the Sycamore Creek Road crossing on August 8, 2016.  611 was being ferried from 
Spencer, NC, to Roanoke.   Double track is being restored between control points Greene 
(MP 202) and Smothers (MP 212).                  (G. Harper) 

611 passes the Forest, VA, station on its ferry move from Spencer, NC, to Roanoke.  
August 8, 2016.                                          (G. Harper)                             
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Lynchburg Amtrak passengers hoping to get more rail service next year. 
Sherese A. Gore - The News & Advance 

Saturday, June 11, 2016. 
 

 Amtrak riders in Lynchburg can expect to see additional passenger-rail service 
in the city following the extension of  current Amtrak service to Roanoke, which is 
scheduled to occur in the fall of 2017 . At present,  connector bus service, the 
"Smartway bus"  (www.smartwaybus.com), runs twice a day between Roanoke and 
Bedford to the Lynchburg Amtrak station on Kemper Street.  Service beyond to 
Blacksburg operates on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. 
 The Lynchburg Regional rail service began Oct. 1, 2009, in the restored 
Kemper Street station.  Lynchburg has one of four Amtrak routes funded by the state. 
 In Lynchburg, the state-funded Northeast Regional train departs in the morning 
for destinations in the Northeast Corridor and returns in the evening, making stops in 
Virginia cities including Charlottesville, Culpeper, Manassas, Burke Center, Alexandria 
and Washington D.C.   Lynchburg also is served by a long-distance Crescent train, 
which also departs Lynchburg northbound in the morning and southbound  in the 
evening.  The Crescent train is funded entirely by Amtrak. 
 Lynchburg will continue to be served by the Northeast Regional and Crescent 
trains, following the extension of the current Regional train to Roanoke.  The hope is 
Lynchburg will gain a second Regional train, one which will arrive in the city from the 
north in the morning and depart for the north in the afternoon.  According to Virginia 
Department of Rail and Public Transportation spokesman Chris Smith,  riders will then 
have six times a day to board an Amtrak train in Lynchburg compared with the current 
four. 
 Ridership for the Lynchburg train was predicted to be 51,000 passengers per 
year when the service was announced, but exceeded that during the first year with 
more than 126,000 passengers. 
 In April 2016, monthly ridership in Lynchburg was 15,211 passengers, the 
second-highest ridership out of the four state-funded routes which includes Richmond, 
Norfolk and Newport News.  In terms of finances and trains arriving on time, 
Lynchburg is one of the most successfully-performing trains, according to Chris Smith, 
director of policy, communications and legislative affairs with the Virginia Department 
of Rail and Public Transportation. In the first quarter of 2016, Lynchburg trains had the 
best on-time performance of all Virginia-funded trains. 
 In 2011, the Lynchburg route between Washington and Lynchburg was among 
four Amtrak routes out of more than 40 that turned a profit.  Washington D.C. and New 
York City are popular destinations, and there is high demand for travel to other 
Northeast cities, Smith said. It costs Virginia about $8 million annually to operate the 
Lynchburg line. With the help of revenue from sources such as ticket sales, the net 
amount the state pays Amtrak annually for the Lynchburg service is about $161,000, 
Smith said. 
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